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Vietnam, and 24 years of mar-
riage to the same lady! My re-
cent mistake almost cost me my
eyes. It could have been worse,
but I'm the luckiest guy alive.
The cause? Familiarity. Famil-
iarity breeds carelessness.

I know vehicles inside and out.
I've torn them apart and put
them back together again since I
was old enough to pick up a
wrench. That knowledge of how
vehicles run has helped me to
safely bring back several sick air-
craft and to get automobiles
started in the most austere con-
ditions. My most valued accom-
plishment was the distributor cap
I made from a beer can; it
worked all the way from the mid-
dle of a huge, dismal swamp until
I got my truck home. You would
think a man with this much ge-
nius would not apply a hot spark

TAC ATTACK

to a leaking, corroding, hot, 12-
volt battery—well, I did. And
the results were spectacular—a
loud explosion and bettery parts
everywhere. The top part hit the
right side of my head so hard it
knocked me down and tore the
skin away from the corner of my
eye. Fortunately, the force of the
blow knocked me away from the
acid spill, and it missed my eye.
Yes, I have a black eye that will
eventually go away; my mistake
was a noncounter. It did, how-
ever, reinforce the statement I've
made many times: familiarity

18 where you should be more
cautious.

Familiarity does breed careless-
ness, and it spans the entire
spectrum—from combat to ev-
eryday operations—from aircraft
to housework. It seems in com-
bat we lost more men when they

were close to completing their
hundred missions than we did on
their first few. It’s not the first
time you ride a motorcycle that
you are most likely to get in-
jured, but the 50th or 100th time
when you have mastered the
beast, or think you have. It’s not
the first time on the ski slope
that you break a leg, but after
you start having visions of enter-
ing the olympics. Aircraft don’t
always crash with the trainee at
the controls, but far too often
with our most qualified IPs. And
it’s not normally the nonswim-
mer who drowns, but the guy
who knows how to swim.

You don’t even have to be ac-
tively engaged to be involved. It
seems that after a period of time
when nothing happens to us or
our friends/associates, we get the
feeling we're on the sidelines.
Until Zap! We're blindsided be-
cause we forgot that even while
standing on the sidelines, we've
got to pay attention. General
Patton said it more (or less) elo-
quently: “A man must be alert at
all times or some S.0.B. will
walk up behind him and hit him
with a sock full of erap.” Acci-

dents are just that kind of a guy.
—
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THRU SEP §
1984 | 198

CLASS A MISHAPS
AIRCREW FATALITIES
TOTAL EJECTIONS
SUCCESSFUL EJECTIONS

TAC AIR DEFENSE

58 TTW
4TFW
405 TTW
27 TFW
1 TFW

TAC/GAINED Othe

177 FIG
125 FIG
119 FIG
107 FIG
147 FIG

82 TASG  (ANG)
110 TASG  (ANG)

138 TFG (ANG)
917 TFG (AFR)
114 TFG (ANG)
183 TFG

CLASS A MISHAP COMPARISON RATE

(BASED ON ACCIDENTS PER 100,000 HOURS FLYING TIME)
2.8 2.6 3.0|3.0]| 29

3.5

1984|| 3.4 | 3.4 2.0
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